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SUBJ: CAE ATTITUDES TOWARD NIGERIA 

REF: STATE 208244 

SUMMARY: CAE-NIGERIA RELATIONS ARE NOT GOOD. PROBLEMS STEM FROM 
LARGE NIGERIAN COMMUNITY IN CAE, CAE VIEW THAT NIGERIA SHOULD 
HELP ITS POORER NEIGHBORS, AND DIFPERING CAE/NIGERIA POSITIONS 
ON AFRICAN ISSUES. WE DOUBT THAT CAE PARTICULARLY PAVORS 
PRESENT NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT OR NIGERIAN LEADERSHIP ROLE IN 
APRICA. END SUMMARY. 

1. EVIDENCE OP POOR CAE-NIGERIAN RELATIONS INCLUDES SOME CAE 
HARRASSMENT OF NIGERIAN EMBASSY OFPICIALS, PAILURE OP CAE TO 
PURSUE PROPOSED TRADE AGREEMENT, AND IMPERIAL DECREE OP SEPT 2 
AIMED AT PROHIBITING IMPORT OP VEHICLES PURCHASED IN NIGERIA 
VIA BLUCK-MARKET CURRENCY TRANSACTIONS THERE. 

2. THE LARGE NIGERIAN COMMUNITY IN THE CAE IS ONE SOURCE OP 
PRICTION. NIGERIAN EMBASSY ESTIMATES PLACE IT AT 200,000, 

DOWN PROM PERHAPS 500,000 A FEW YEARS AGO AS A RESULT OP CAE 
LAWS RESERVING POR CAE CITIZENS OWNERSHIP OF BARS, TAXIS, 
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SERVICE STATIONS, ETC. NIGERIANS REMAINING ARE LARGELY SMALL 
BUSINESSMEN, ARE RESENTED AND ARE UNDER PRESSURE FROM THE GOCAE. 

3. THE GOCAE ALSO RESENTS NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT UNWILLINGNESS 
TO SHARE ITS WEALTH. THE CAE HAS REPORTEDLY TRIED UNSUCCES- 
SFULLY TO BUY POL ON DSFERRED PAYMENT TERMS. THE EMPEROR 
PROBABLY EXPECTS SOME TYPE OF CORONATION GIFT FROM THE NIGERIAN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


GOVERNMENT OR EROM THE NIGERIAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY. 

4. ALTHOUGH THE CAE SIDED WITH OTHER AERICAN COUNTRIES IN 
REFUSING TO RECOGNIZE THE TRANSKEI, ITS POSITION ON SOUTHERN 
AERICAN ISSUES HAS USUALLY BEEN WELL OUT OE THE AERICAN 
MAINSTREAM IN THE DIRECTION OE SOUTH AERICA, PRESUMABLY AS A 
RESULT OE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMIC AID TO THE CAE. THE CAE ALSO 
SIDED EIRMLY WITH ZAIRE ON ANGOLA. 

5. AS A RESULT OE ALL OE THIS, NIGERIAN DIPLOMATS BELIEVE THAT 
THEY HAVE LITTLE INFLUENCE IN THE CAE. THEY ARE PROBABLY RIGHT. 
ALTHOUGH BOKASSA HAS GOOD RAPPORT WITH AT LEAST ONE ANGLOPHONE 
AERICAN LEADER, THE EACT IS THAT THE COUNTRIES WITH CONTINUING 
INELUENCE HERE ARE FRANCE AND THE CONSERVATIVE ERANCOPHONE 
AERICAN COUNTRIES SUCH AS GABON, IVORY COAST AND ZAIRE. THOSE 
ARE THE COUNTRIES WHICH BOKASSA SUPPORTS AND TO WHICH HE LOOKS 
EOR LEADERSHIP. 

SMITH 
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